Neonatal cholestasis: developmental aspects and current concepts.
Cholestatic disorders in infancy present the pediatric gastroenterologist, clinical investigator, and basic scientist with a unique model to probe the interfaces between the development and expression of essential functional elements in the liver and the extrauterine environment. This article has addressed some of the developmental features that define the process of bile formation in the neonate. Specific areas that limit effective maintenance of the extrahepatic circulation or interrupt the transition from an intrauterine to an extrauterine environment, including infectious diseases or metabolic disorders, have been identified. One may anticipate that a greater understanding of those features that are central to the processes of hepatic regeneration, the structural organization of the liver, and the mechanisms of hepatic injury will continue to make this an exciting area of investigation.